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This book considers the evolution of the grammatical structure of
words in the more general contexts of human evolution and the origins
of language. The consensus in many fields is that language is well
designed for its purpose, and became so either through natural
selection or by virtue of non-biological constraints on how language
must be structured. Andrew Carstairs-McCarthy argues that in certain
crucial respects language is not optimally designed. This can be seen,
he suggests,in the existence of not one but two kinds of grammatical
organization - syntax and morphology - and in the morpho
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This book is the sequel to Geometric Transformation | which appeared
in this series in 1962. Part 1 treats length-preserving transformation
(called isometries), this volume treats shape-preserving
transformations (called similarities); and Part Il treats affine and
protective transformations. These classes of transformation play a
fundamental role in the group-theoretic approach to geometry. As in
the previous volume, the treatment is direct and simple. The
introduction of each new idea is supplemented by problems whose
solutions employ the idea just presented, and whose detailed solutions
are given in the second half of the book.



