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Britain was part of the Roman Empire for around 400 years and this
book offers a concise introduction to this period.
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A topic relevant to everyone - friendship - is explored in this volume,
the first in the SAGE Series on Close Relationships. It presents a
thoughtful statement about what we know, and have yet to learn,
concerning adults' friendships.    The authors discuss state-of-the-art
research on the interplay between social structure, individual
disposition and dynamic processes of friendship, and findings on both
similarities and differences across adult lifecourse stages. They provide
a theoretical framework, incorporating both sociological and
psychological perspectives.
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This book focuses on abstract entity anaphora in argumentative texts
with Asher’s (1993) Segmented Discourse Representation Theory
(SDRT) as the theoretical framework, investigating its pragmatic
features and exploring its referent interpretation. The data sources
include more than 160,000-word argumentative texts (80,000-word
English texts and 80,000-word Chinese ones) selected from
newspapers, journals, and books in China and America. At first, a
comparative study was done between Chinese and English
argumentative texts so as to compare the pragmatic features of
abstract entity anaphora in the two languages. Then, referent
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interpretation is explored within the SDRT framework. Although SDRT
can account for most of the instances of abstract entity anaphora, it
appears incompetent in dealing with some phenomena in the data of
our study. Seven problems in SDRT were found, and corresponding
solutions were proposed in an attempt to improve this theory. In
general, this book has three aspects of significance. Firstly, it
establishes abstract entity anaphora as an independent and a special
kind of anaphora. Secondly, the research methods are the combination
of empirical study and theoretical hypotheses as well as the coalescent
of dynamic study and static study. Thirdly, the book is not limited to
the application of SDRT to Mandarin Chinese and backward anaphora.
Instead, based on the linguistic phenomena in the data, it challenges
and improves the theory, and it even negates some aspects and
meanwhile brings forward new solutions.
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This monograph describes cement clinker formation. It covers
multicomponent systems, clinker phase structures and their reactions
with water,  hydrate composition and structure, as well as their physical
properties. The mineral additions to cement are described as are their
influence on cement-paste properties. Special cements are also
discussed. The microstructure of concrete is then presented, and
special emphasis is given to the role of the interfacial transition zone,
and the corrosion processes in the light of cement-phase composition,
mineral additions and w/c ratio.  The admixtures' role  in modern
concrete technology is described with an emphasis on superplasticizer
chemistry and its cement-paste rheological modification mechanism.
Cement with atypical properties, such as calcium aluminate, white, low
energy and expansive cements are characterized. The last part of the
book is devoted to special types of concrete such as self compacting
and to reactive powders.


