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Performance of Manufacturing Firms in Africa: An Empirical Analysis
sheds light on the characteristics of formal and informal manufacturing
firms in Africa by comparing these firms with firms in other regions.
Drawing on two data sources, the authors find that there is a very low
share of manufacturing in GDP in Africa and in African exports. Most
African manufacturing firms are informal, perhaps because the
enforcement of registration and licensing regulations is not strict.
These firms are also smaller than firms in other regions and few
export. Labor productivity is low in Africa relative


