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Less than five hours after the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, U.S. naval
leaders reluctantly chose to pursue a form of warfare they despised-
targeting not only Japanese military assets but also civilian-operated
fishing trawlers, freighters, and tankers. The move to unrestricted
submarine warfare represented a major change in the longstanding
American adherence to the classic doctrine of ""freedom of the seas,""
under which commercial vessels were held to have the right to navigate
the oceans without threat of attack. This dramatic about-face in naval
policy, potentially as controversial
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This book looks at literary historiography in Russia, Latvia, the Czech
Republic and Finland, focusing on how seismic shifts in state politics
and ideology after 1990 changed the writing of national literary
histories in these countries. While Russia saw a return to a more
nationalist way of thinking about literature and a new emphasis on
Orthodox religion after the fall of the Soviet Union, the opposite is true
for Latvia, the Czech Republic and Finland. In these countries, literary
historiography fosters connections between Western scholarship and
literatures written in the national language and engages with questions
such as transnationalism, minorities, culture and power, and the
cultural construction of identities. This book scrutinizes the different
ways in which the construction of national, cultural and European
identities has occurred in and through the literary historiography of
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