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The Idea of the Public Sphere offers a wide-ranging, accessible, and
easy-to-use introduction to one of the most influential ideas in modern
social and political thought, tracing its development from the origins of
modern democracy in the Eighteenth Century to present day debates.
This book brings key texts by the leading contributors in the field
together in a single volume. It explores current topics such as the role
of religion in public affairs, the implications of the internet for
organizing public deliberation, and the transnationalisation of public
issues.
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Steve Neale and Frank Krutnik take as their starting point the
remarkable diversity of comedy's forms and modes - feature-length
narratives, sketches and shorts, sit-com and variety, slapstick and
romance. Relating this diversity to the variety of comedy's basic
conventions - from happy endings to the presence of gags and the
involvement of humour and laughter - they seek both to explain the
nature of these forms and conventions and to relate them to their
institutional contexts. They propose that all forms and modes of the
comic involve deviations from aesthetic and cultural conventions and n






