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In this first U.S. edition of a classic work of comparative legal
scholarship, Alan Watson argues that law fails to keep step with social
change, even when that change is massive. To illustrate the ways in
which law is dysfunctional, he draws on the two most innovative
western systems, of Rome and England, to show that harmful rules
continue for centuries. To make his case, he uses examples where, in
the main, ""the law benefits no recognizable group or class within the
society (except possibly lawyers who benefit from confusion) and is
generally inconvenient or positively harmful to s
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