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On the surface, naming is simply a way to classify people and their
environments. The premise of this study is that it is much more - a
form of social control, a political activity, a key to identity maintenance
and transformation. Governments legislate and regulate naming;
people fight to take, keep, or change their names. A name change can



indicate subjugation or liberation, depending on the circumstances. But
it always signifies a change in power relations. Since the late 1970s, the
author has looked at naming and renaming, cross-culturally and
internationally, with particular attention



