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Recent events have focused attention on the perceived differences and
tensions between the Muslim world and the modern West. As a major
strand of Western public discourse has it, Islam appears resistant to



internal development and remains inherently pre-modern. However
Muslim societies have experienced most of the same structural changes
that have impacted upon all societies: massive urbanisation, mass
education, dramatically increased communication, the emergence of
new types of institutions and associations, some measure of political
mobilisation, and major transformations of the economy. Th



