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Michael Tapper considers Swedish culture and ideas from the period
1965 to 2012 as expressed in detective fiction and film in the tradition
of Maj Sjowall and Per Wahloo. Believing the Swedish police narrative
tradition to be part and parcel of the European history of ideas and
culture, Tapper argues that, from being feared and despised, the police
emerged as heroes and part of the modern social project of the welfare
state after World War II. Establishing themselves artistically and
commercially in the forefront of the genre, Sjowall and Wahloo
constructed a model for using the police novel


