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Touch may well be one of the least understood or talked about subjects
in the helping professions. A discussion on the importance and ethics
of positive, caring, and appropriate touch in professions such as
teaching, nursing and counselling is long overdue. Touch in the

Helping Professions delivers just that, weaving together scholarly
evidence, research and clinical practice from a wide range of
perspectives encompassing philosophy, theology, psychology, and
anthropology to challenge assumptions about the role of touch in the
helping professions. The contributors to the volume focus not only on
the overarching roles of gender, age, culture and life experience, but
go beyond to encompass canine-assisted therapy, touch deprivation,
sacred objects, as well as key ethical considerations. The prevailing lack
of dialogue, due to fear of contravening ethical boundaries, has stood
in the way of an open and responsible discussion on the use of touch in
therapy. Touch in the Helping Professions is a welcome and much
needed contribution to the field-a window onto a fundamental need.
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Realism and constructivism, two key contemporary theoretical
approaches to the study of international relations, are commonly
taught as mutually exclusive ways of understanding the subject. Realist
Constructivism explores the common ground between the two, and
demonstrates that, rather than being in simple opposition, they have
areas of both tension and overlap. There is indeed space to engage in a
realist constructivism. But at the same time, there are important
distinctions between them, and there remains a need for a
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In Zeiten vielschichtiger Krisen stellt der beschleunigte soziale Wandel
Spaniens zwischen 2011 und 2016 ein Paradebeispiel flr polarisierte
Gesellschaften dar. Die Platzbesetzungen der Indignados (der »
Emporten«) und die ihnen folgenden Entwicklungen in Zivilgesellschaft
und Politik ver&nderten das Land grundlegend. Mit Diskursanalysen,
Interviews, Ethnographien und einer historischen Einbettung
rekonstruiert Conrad Lluis in einer umfassenden empirischen Studie die



politischen Umbriche Spaniens. Parallel dazu entfaltet er im Dialog mit
der Empirie eine Hegemonietheorie, die Laclau und Mouffe weiterdenkt,
und ebnet damit den Weg fiir eine postfundamentalistische
Sozialtheorie.



