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Sommario/riassunto Les manifestations de l'automne 1989 en RDA ont eu tendance à
occulter d’autres formes de résistance et d’opposition, plus anciennes
et moins spectaculaires, comme les actions de contre-propagande, la
critique de dissidents marxistes, l’existence de subcultures ou l’
émergence d’une presse clandestine qui ont pourtant, elles aussi,
contribué à l’effritement du régime. Cet ouvrage dresse le premier bilan
en langue française des manifestations de résistance, de dissidence et
d’opposition en RDA. Il réunit les travaux d’historiens, de politistes et
de germanistes, français et allemands, ainsi que les témoignages de
plusieurs acteurs des années 1950 à 1990. Sont abordés la
contestation de masse, la critique réformiste et les mouvements
citoyens, mais aussi les marges de manœuvre gagnées dans la
littérature, les arts plastiques et le cinéma. Doté d’un glossaire, l’
ouvrage propose également des réflexions sur l’approche comparative
et les transferts notionnels liés aux phénomènes de résistance en
France, sous le national-socialisme et dans le bloc de l’Est.  The 1989
demonstrations in the GDR have tended to eclipse other longer-
standing and less spectacular forms of opposition and resistance, such
as anti-propaganda actions, criticism from Marxist dissidents, the
existence of subcultures or the appearance of an underground Press
system, all of which, however, also played a part in the erosion of the
communist system.
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Preliminary Material / Hans Renders and Binne de Haan -- Introduction:
The Challenges of Biography Studies / Hans Renders and Binne de Haan
-- Towards Traditions and Nations / Binne de Haan and Hans Renders
-- Roots of Biography: From Journalism to Pulp to Scholarly Based Non-
Fiction / Hans Renders -- The Solace of Doubt? Biographical
Methodology after the Short Twentieth Century / James Walter -- The
Uses of Biography / Giovanni Levi -- The Role of the Individual in
History: Biographical and Historical Writing in the Nineteenth and
Twentieth Century / Sabina Loriga -- Contemporary Values of Life:
Biographical Dictionaries in the Nineteenth Century / Hans Renders --
What Is Micro in Microhistory? / Matti Peltonen -- Microhistory and the
Post-Modern Challenge / Richard D. Brown -- The Limits of
Representativeness: Biography, Life Writing, and Microhistory / Hans
Renders -- Microhistory: Two or Three Things That I Know about It /
Carlo Ginzburg -- Biography in Academia and the Critical Frontier in
Life Writing: Where Biography Shifts into Life Writing / Hans Renders --
The Eclipse of Biography in Life Writing / Binne de Haan -- Coming to
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Terms: Life Writing – from Genre to Critical Practice / Marlene Kadar --
Biography / Anonymous -- Sex in Biography / Ernest Boyd -- The
Personal in the Political Biography / Hans Renders -- The Biographical
Method / Hans Renders -- Why Genealogy and Biography are Not Kin /
Hans Renders -- A Nobel Prize for Biography / Nigel Hamilton --
Bibliography / Hans Renders and Binne de Haan -- Index / Hans
Renders and Binne de Haan.
Theoretical Discussions of Biography: Approaches from History,
Microhistory, and Life Writing offers comprehensive overviews by 14
academic scholars of the actual state of the field of Biography Studies.
In the volume, edited by biography scholars Hans Renders and Binne de
Haan, specifically the connections between biography and the fields of
microhistory, journalism, and Life Writing illuminate key challenges and
problems in studying individual lives. Different perspectives are
provided on the ways in which biography contributes to scholarship in
the humanities in general and academic historiography in particular.
The contributing authors are academic experts in these fields and
include Richard D. Brown, Carlo Ginzburg, Nigel Hamilton, Marlene
Kadar, Giovanni Levi, Sabina Loriga, Matti Peltonen, and James Walter.


