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Introduction: Under the gaze: freedom and race after apartheid --
Ethnicity by fiat: the remaking of Indian life in South Africa --
Domesticity and cultural intimacy -- Charous and Ravans: a story of
mutual nonrecognition -- Autonomy, freedom, and political speech --
Movement, sound, and body in the postapartheid city -- The unwieldy
fetish: Desi fantasies, roots tourism, and diasporic desires -- Global
Hindus and pure Muslims: universalist aspirations and territorialized
lives -- The saved and the backsliders: the Charou soul and the
instability of belief -- Postscript: Melancholia in the time of the "African
personality”.

The end of apartheid in 1994 signaled a moment of freedom and a
promise of a nonracial future. With this promise came an injunction:
define yourself as you truly are, as an individual, and as a community.
Almost two decades later it is clear that it was less the prospect of that
future than the habits and horizons of anxious life in racially defined
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enclaves that determined postapartheid freedom. In this book, Thomas
Blom Hansen offers an in-depth analysis of the uncertainties, dreams,
and anxieties that have accompanied postapartheid freedoms in
Chatsworth, a formerly Indian township in Durban. Exploring five
decades of township life, Hansen tells the stories of ordinary Indians
whose lives were racialized and framed by the township, and how these
residents domesticated and inhabited this urban space and its
institutions, during apartheid and after. Hansen demonstrates the
complex and ambivalent nature of ordinary township life. While the
ideology of apartheid was widely rejected, its practical institutions,
from urban planning to houses, schools, and religious spaces, were
embraced in order to remake the community. Hansen describes how
the racial segmentation of South African society still informs dalily life,
notions of race, personhood, morality, and religious ethics. He also
demonstrates the force of global religious imaginings that promise a
universal and inclusive community amid uncertain lives and futures in
the postapartheid nation-state.
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Preliminary Material / Catia Antunes and Amélia Polénia -- Introduction

/| Cétia Antunes and Amélia Poldnia -- The Evolution of Norms in Trade
and Financial Networks in the First Global Age: The Case of the Simon
Ruiz’s Network / Ana Sofia Ribeiro -- Trans-Imperial and Cross-

Cultural Networks for the Slave Trade, 1580's—1800's / Filipa Ribeiro da
Silva -- Dutch and English Approaches to Cross-Cultural Trade in
Mughal India and the Problem of Trust, 1600-1630 / Guido van
Meersbergen -- ‘The Japanese Connection’: Self-Organized Smuggling
Networks in Nagasaki circa 1666—-1742 / Jurre Knoest -- The Pirate
Round: Globalized Sea Robbery and Self-Organizing Trans-Maritime
Networks around 1700 / Michael Kempe -- Merchant Cooperation in
Society and State: A Case Study in the Hispanic Monarchy / Ana Crespo
Solana -- In the Shadow of the Companies: Empires of Trade in the
Orient and Informal Entrepreneurship / Chris Nierstrasz -- Smuggling

for Survival: Self-Organized, Cross-Imperial Colony Building in
Essequibo and Demerara, 1746-1796 / Bram Hoonhout -- Trading with
Asia without a Colonial Empire in Asia: Swedish Merchant Networks and
Chartered Company Trade, 1760-1790 / Leos Muiller -- Was Warfare
Necessary for the Functioning of Eighteenth-Century Colonial Systems?
Some Reflections on the Necessity of Cross-Imperial and Foreign Trade
in the French Case / Silvia Marzagalli -- Epilogue / Cétia Antunes and
Amélia Polonia -- Bibliography / Céatia Antunes and Amélia Pol6nia --
Index / Céatia Antunes and Amélia Poldnia.

Beyond Empires explores the complexity of empire building from the
point of view of self-organized networks, rather than from the point of
view of the central state. This focus takes readers into a world of
cooperative strategies worldwide that emphasizes the role played by
individuals, rather than institutions, in the overseas expansion and
consequent development of European empires. While unveiling the
practices and mechanisms of cooperation between individuals, this
volume show cases the role played by individuals for the creation,
development and maintenance of self-organized networks in the Early
Modern period. Applying new conceptual and theoretical inputs, this
book values the contributions of different ‘worlds’, bringing to the fore
the interactions of Europeans and non-Europeans, Christians and non-
Christians, people living within-, on- or just outside the border of
empire.
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