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Composites have long held the center-stage of research and
development in the materials community. The concept of combining
metals, ceramics and polymers - having various types, shapes and
properties - into a single material exhibiting properties that none of its
individual components possess, has created endless scope for the
imagination of scientists and engineers. It has ignited numerous fields
of research and development, and revolutionized many applications.
However, in spite of the many advantages of composite materials, there
remain troubling underlying problems arising from the complex


