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Contents; lllustrations; Acknowledgments; Prologue: The Past and
Present in Tradition; 1. The Problem of Tradition; 2. Folklore and
Ideology during the Gilded Age; 3. The English Connection, from
Cultural Survivals to Cultural Studies; 4. The Americanization of the
Brothers Grimm; 5. Martha Warren Beckwith and the Rise of Academic
Authority; 6. Alfred Shoemaker and the Discovery of American Folklife;
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Following Tradition is an expansive examination of the history of
tradition—"one of the most common as well as most contested terms in
English language usage"—in Americans' thinking and discourse about
culture. Tradition in use becomes problematic because of "its multiple
meanings and its conceptual softness."” As a term and a concept, it has
been important in the development of all scholarly fields that study
American culture. Folklore, history, American studies, anthropology,
cultural studies, and others assign different value and meaning to
tradition. It is a frequent point of reference in popular discourse
concerning everything from politics to lifestyles to sports and
entertainment. Politicians and social advocates appeal to it as prima
facie evidence of the worth of their causes. Entertainment and other
media mass produce it, or at least a facsimile of it. In a society that
frequently seeks to reinvent itself, tradition as a cultural anchor to be
reverenced or rejected is an essential, if elusive, concept. Simon
Bronner's wide net captures the historical, rhetorical, philosophical, and
psychological dimensions of tradition. As he notes, he has written a
book "about an American tradition—arguing about it." His elucidation
of those arguments makes fascinating and thoughtful reading. An
essential text for folklorists, Following Tradition will be a valuable
reference as well for historians and anthropologists; students of
American studies, popular culture, and cultural studies; and anyone
interested in the continuing place of tradition in American culture.
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Introduction / Viren Murthy, Axel Schneider -- [1] Time, history, and
moral responsibility -- Negativity and historicist time : facticity and
intellectual history of the 1930s / Naoki Sakai -- Ontological optimism,
cosmological confusion, and unstable evolution : Tan Sitong's Renxue
and Zhang Taiyan's response / Viren Murthy -- Nation, history and
ethics : the choices of post-imperial historiography in China / Axel
Schneider -- Reading Takeuchi Yoshimi and reading history / Sun Ge
-- [2] The burden of the past and the hope for a better future -- An
eschatological view of history : Yoshimi Takeuchi in the 1960s /
Takahiro Nakajima -- The campaign to criticize Lin Biao and Confucius
and the problem of "Restoration” in Chinese Marxist historiography /
Susanne Weigelin-Schwiedrzik -- [3] Recollection of the past and the
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popularization of history -- Popular readings and wartime historical
writings in modern China / Long-Hsin Liu -- Figuring history and
horror in a provincial museum : the water dungeon, the rent collection
courtyard, and the socialist undead / Haiyan Lee -- [4] History and the
definition of spatial, cultural and temporal boundaries -- Revolution as
restoration : meanings of "national essence" and "national learning" in
Guocui Xuebao / Tze-Ki Hon -- Temporality of knowledge and history
writing in early twentieth-century China : Liu Yizheng and The history
of Chinese culture / Ya-Pei Kuo.

The papers collected in this volume congeal around a debate about the
ways and extent of the dominance of linear time and progressive
history and the concomitant delineation of the nation in Chinese and
Japanese historiography. As China and Japan entered the global
capitalist system of nation states, the Chinese and Japanese regimes
implemented a number of reforms, which resulted in transformations
that affected everyday experience. In the face of imperialism and the
perceived threat of being split up, the Meiji and late Qing governments
radically reoriented policies in order to become wealthy and powerful in
the global arena. People not only began to experience time and space
in new ways, but elites also were increasingly exposed to Western
theories of history and concepts of nationhood, which became
dominant. These changes contributed to the production of new types of
historical consciousness and collective identity. The essays in this
volume each provide a perspective on the complex ways in which
imagining national and regional identity in East Asia were and continue
to be enmeshed with visions of time and history. This book should be
of interest to all those who are interested in nationalism, modernity in
China and Japan, global capitalism and the politics of time.



