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Over the past few decades, a growing body of research has emerged
from a variety of disciplines to highlight the importance of cultural
evolution in understanding human behavior. Wider application of these
insights, however, has been hampered by traditional disciplinary
boundaries. To remedy this, in this volume leading researchers from
theoretical biology, developmental and cognitive psychology,
linguistics, anthropology, sociology, religious studies, history, and
economics come together to explore the central role of cultural
evolution in different aspects of human endeavor. The contributors
take as their guiding principle the idea that cultural evolution can
provide an important integrating function across the various disciplines
of the human sciences, as organic evolution does for biology. The
benefits of adopting a cultural evolutionary perspective are
demonstrated by contributions on social systems, technology,
language, and religion. Topics covered include enforcement of norms
in human groups, the neuroscience of technology, language diversity,
and prosociality and religion. The contributors evaluate current
research on cultural evolution and consider its broader theoretical and
practical implications, synthesizing past and ongoing work and
sketching a roadmap for future cross-disciplinary efforts.
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3. Data and methods3.1 The participants; 3.2 Data; 3.3 Data analysis;
4. Results; 4.1 Qualitative analysis; 4.1.1 Hedges/Bushes; 4.1.2
Parenthetical verbs; 4.1.3 Shields; 4.1.4 Epistemic disclaimers; 4.1.5
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4.1 Variation at the speech act and strategy levels: same context,
different speech acts, or pragmatic strategies

Sommario/riassunto Departing from Schneider and Barron (2008), representing the
emerging field of Variational Pragmatics, this volume examines
pragmatic variation focusing on methods utilized to collect and analyze
data in a variety of first (L1) and second (L2) language contexts. The
objectives are to: (1) examine variation in such areas of pragmatics as
speech acts, conventional expressions, metapragmatics, stance,
frames, mitigation, communicative action, (im)politeness, and
implicature; and (2) critically review central methodological concerns
relevant for research in pragmatic variation, such as coding, ethical
issues, qualitative and quantitative methods, and individual variation.
Theoretical frameworks vary from variationist and interactional
sociolinguistics, to variational pragmatics. This collection contains
eleven chapters by leading scholars, including two state-of-the art
chapters on key methodological issues of pragmatic variation study.
Given the theoretical perspectives, methodological focus, and analyses,
the book will be of interest to those who study pragmatics, discourse
analysis, second language acquisition, sociolinguistics, corpus
linguistics, and language variation.
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