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<P>Japanese society in the 1990s and 2000s produced a range of
complicated material about sexualized schoolgirls, and few topics have
caught the imagination of western observers so powerfully. While
young Japanese girls had previously been portrayed as demure and
obedient, in training to become the obedient wife and prudent mother,
in recent years less than demure young women have become central to
urban mythology and the content of culture. The cultic fascination with
the figure of a deviant school girl, which has some of its earliest roots
in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, lik
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