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In this extraordinary collection of writings, covering the period from
1878 to 1989, a wide range of Japanese visitors to the United States
offer their vivid, and sometimes surprising perspectives on Americans
and American society. Peter Duus and Kenji Hasegawa have selected
essays and articles by Japanese from many walks of life: writers and
academics, bureaucrats and priests, politicians and journalists,
businessmen, philanthropists, artists. Their views often reflect power
relations between America and Japan, particularly during the wartime
and postwar periods, but all of them dealt with common themes-
America's origins, its ethnic diversity, its social conformity, its peculiar
gender relations, its vast wealth, and its cultural arrogance-making
clear that while Japanese observers often regarded the U.S. as a
mentor, they rarely saw it as a role model.
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Nestled in the Himalayan foothills of Northeast India, Darjeeling is
synonymous with some of the finest and most expensive tea in the
world. It is also home to a violent movement for regional autonomy
that, like the tea industry, dates back to the days of colonial rule. In
this nuanced ethnography, Sarah Besky narrates the lives of tea workers
in Darjeeling. She explores how notions of fairness, value, and justice
shifted with the rise of fair-trade practices and postcolonial separatist
politics in the region. This is the first book to explore how fair-trade
operates in the context of large-scale plantations. Readers in a variety
of disciplines-anthropology, sociology, geography, environmental
studies, and food studies-will gain a critical perspective on how
plantation life is changing as Darjeeling struggles to reinvent its
signature commodity for twenty-first-century consumers. The
Darjeeling Distinction challenges fair-trade policy and practice,
exposing how trade initiatives often fail to consider the larger



environmental, historical, and sociopolitical forces that shape the lives
of the people they intended to support.



