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Looking Beneath the Surface explores Arab-Islamic and Western
perspectives on medical ethical issues: genetic research and treatment,
abortion, organ donation, and palliative sedation and euthanasia. The
contributions in this volume discuss the state of the (medical) art, the
role of laws, counseling, and spiritual counseling in the decision-
making process. The different approaches to the ethical issues, ways of
moral reasoning, become clear in these contributions, especially the
role of tradition for Islam and the importance of autonomy for the West.
Beneath the differences, however, the reader will also discover common
values, such as the role of dignity and the value of life, and similar
practices. Some of the main differences are sociocultural in nature,
rather than religious as such. Well-known experts in the fields of
medicine and ethics have contributed to this volume from different
religious and secular backgrounds. The book offers a carefully written
introduction and final chapter on intercultural comparisons. Looking
Beneath the Surface is more than a collection of writings on issues in
medical ethics: it helps the reader to compare different paradigms of
accountability and moral reasoning.


