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Of the approximately 38,500 deaths by suicide in the U.S. annually,
about two percent--between 750 and 800--are murder-suicides. The
horror of murder-suicides looms large in the public consciousness--
they are reported in the media with more frequency and far more
sensationalism than most suicides, and yet we have little understanding
of this grave form of violence. In The Perversion of Virtue, leading
suicide researcher Thomas Joiner explores the nature of murder-
suicide and offers a unique new theory to explain this nearly
unexplainable act: that murder-suicides always involve the
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