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This succinct book gives an intimate view of the day-to-day
functioning of a remarkable river that has figured prominently in
history and culture-the Hudson, a main artery connecting New York,
America, and the world. Writing for a wide audience, David Strayer
distills the large body of scientific information about the river into a
non-technical overview of its ecology. Strayer describes the geography
and geology of the Hudson and its basin, the properties of water and
its movements in the river, water chemistry, and the river's plants and
animals. He then takes a more detailed look at the Hudson's
ecosystems and each of its major habitats. Strayer also discusses
important management challenges facing the river today, including
pollution, habitat destruction, overfishing, invasive species, and
ecological restoration.
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With over 40,000 described species, spiders have adapted to nearly
every terrestrial environment across the globe. Over half of the world's
spider families live within the three contiguous Pacific Coast states-not
surprising considering the wide variety of habitats, from mountain
meadows and desert dunes to redwood forests and massive urban
centers. This beautifully illustrated, accessible guide covers all of the
families and many of the genera found along the Pacific Coast,
including introduced species and common garden spiders. The author
provides readers with tools for identifying many of the region's spiders
to family, and when possible, genus and species. He discusses
taxonomy, distribution, and natural history as well as what is known of
the habits of the spiders, the characters of families, and references to
taxonomic revisions of the pertinent genera. Full-color plates for each
family bring to life the incredible diversity of this ancient arachnid
order.


