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Frequent reports of honor killings, disfigurement, and sensational
abuse have given rise to a consensus in the West, a message
propagated by human rights groups and the media: Muslim women
need to be rescued. The author challenges this conclusion. An
anthropologist who has been writing about Arab women for thirty
years, she delves into the predicaments of Muslim women today,
questioning whether generalizations about Islamic culture can explain
the hardships these women face and asking what motivates particular
individuals and institutions to promote their rights. In recent years the
author has struggled to reconcile the popular image of women
victimized by Islam with the complex women she has known through
her research in various communities in the Muslim world. Here, she
renders that divide vivid by presenting detailed vignettes of the lives of
ordinary Muslim women, and showing that the problem of gender
inequality cannot be laid at the feet of religion alone. Poverty and
authoritarianism, conditions not unique to the Islamic world, and
produced out of global interconnections that implicate the West, are
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often more decisive. The standard Western vocabulary of oppression,
choice, and freedom is too blunt to describe these women's lives. This
work is an indictment of a mindset that has justified all manner of
foreign interference, including military invasion, in the name of
rescuing women from Islam, as well as a portrait of women's actual
experiences, and of the contingencies with which they live.
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This book presents the theory of anticipation, and establishes
anticipation of the future as a legitimate topic of research. It examines
anticipatory behavior, i.e. a behavior that ‘uses’ the future in its actual
decisional process. The book shows that anticipation violates neither
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the ontological order of time nor causation. It explores the question of
how different kinds of systems anticipate, and examines the risks and
uses of such anticipatory practices.   The book first summarizes the
research on anticipation conducted within a range of different
disciplines, and describes the connection between the anticipatory
point of view and futures studies. Following that, its chapters on
Wholes, Time and Emergence, make explicit the ontological framework
within which anticipation finds its place. It then goes on to discuss
Systems, Complexity, and the Modeling Relation, and provides the
scientific background supporting anticipation. It restricts formal
technicalities to one chapter, and presents those technicalities twice, in
formal and plain words to advance understanding. The final chapter
shows that all the threads presented in the previous chapters naturally
converge toward what has come to be called “Discipline of
Anticipation”.


