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Research into the “grammar of language death” is often biased toward
formal processes (e.g. paradigmatic levelling). In this study the author
changes the perspective and shows that the relative susceptibility of
linguistic elements to loss, change and innovation in language death
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circumstances can be dependent on meaning and thus organized along
semantic notions rather than along structure.
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This compelling and convincing study, the capstone of decades of
research, argues that political regimes are created and sustained by
elites. Liberal democracies are no exception; they depend, above all, on
the formation and persistence of consensually united elites. John Higley
and Michael Burton explore the circumstances and ways in which such
elites have formed in the modern world. They identify pressures that
may cause a basic change in the structure and functioning of elites in
established liberal democracies, and they ask if the elites cluster
around George W. Bush are a harbinger of thi



