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Ideology and Spatial Voting in American Elections addresses two core
issues related to the foundations of democratic governance: how the
political views of Americans are structured and how citizens' voting
decisions relate to their ideological proximity to the candidates.
Focusing on testing the assumptions and implications of spatial voting,
this book connects the theory with empirical analysis of voter
preferences and behavior, showing Americans cast their ballots largely
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in accordance with spatial voting theory. Stephen A. Jessee's research
shows voters possess meaningful ideologies that structure their policy
beliefs, moderated by partisanship and differing levels of political
information. Jessee finds that while voters with lower levels of political
information are more influenced by partisanship, independents and
better informed partisans are able to form reasonably accurate
perceptions of candidates' ideologies. His findings should reaffirm
citizens' faith in the broad functioning of democratic elections.


