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The editors have compiled this critical and comparative study of
changes which took place in the New Zealand education system in the
second half of the twentieth century. For other Western societies who
have felt the impact of New Right policies the New Zealand case is
interesting because it provides some indication of how policies of
decentralization in education might be used to develop egalitarian and
democratic educational policies. In recent years there have been major
changes to educational systems in the Western world. Often these
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