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Fort Polk Military Reservation encompasses approximately 139,000
acres in western Louisiana 40 miles southwest of Alexandria. As a
result of federal mandates for cultural resource investigation, more
archaeological work has been undertaken there, beginning in the
1970's, than has occurred at any other comparably sized area in
Louisiana or at most other localities in the southeastern United States.
The extensive program of survey, excavation, testing, and large-scale
data and artifact recovery, as well as historic and archival research, has
yielded a massive amount of information. While
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The research studies included in this Special Issue highlight the
fundamental contribution of the knowledge of environmental history to
conscious and efficient environment conservation and management.
The long-term perspective of the dynamics that govern the human-
climate ecosystem is becoming one of the main focuses of interest in
biological and earth system sciences. Multidisciplinary bio-geo-archaeo
investigations into the underlying processes of human impact on the
landscape are crucial to envisage possible future scenarios of biosphere
responses to global warming and biodiversity losses. This Special Issue
seeks to engage an interdisciplinary dialog on the dynamic interactions
between nature and society, focusing on long-term environmental data
as an essential tool for better-informed landscape management
decisions to achieve an equilibrium between conservation and
sustainable resource exploitation.



