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This special collection provides up-to-date knowledge concerning the
field of functional materials such as shape memory alloys, piezoelectric
ceramics and aluminium alloys. The articles therein also deal with
recent investigations of quasicrystals and geopolymers: two classes of
hybrid material that have attracted great scientific interest, given their
unusual properties and potential engineering applications. In the first
part, the papers address key issues concerning the application of two
classes of functional alloy: (i) NiTi alloys, having important applications
in the fields of smart stru


