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The first work to combine literary criticism with other forms of death
penalty-abolitionist writing, Demands of the Dead demonstrates the
active importance of literature and literary criticism to the struggle for
greater justice in the United States. Gathering personal essays,
scholarly articles, and creative writings on the death penalty in
American culture, this striking collection brings human voices and
literary perspectives to a subject that is often overburdened by
statistics and angry polemics. Contributors include death-row
prisoners, playwrights, poets, activists, and literature.
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