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Scholarship on Xiao Tong in both China and the West has paid little
attention to his own writings beyond the influential anthology compiled
by the Liang Crown Prince. Adopting a philological approach, this book
thorougly examines a multitude of texts written by Xiao Tong and his
entourage, many of whom were powerful writers in their own right. In
addition to drawing a picture of important aspects of Liang court
culture such as education, literary composition, personal relations, and
ideological and religious trends, this study also redresses a long-
standing bias against court poetry. It will enhance our understanding
not only of the early sixth-century but also, indirectly, of a significant
portion of pre-modern Chinese literature in general.
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Introduction: An Inherently Historical Discipline? -- 1. The Crisis in
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Continental philosophy has traditionally seen philosophy as historical,
claiming that there are no new beginnings in the discipline, and that we
must revisit the work of earlier thinkers again and again. Yet,
continental philosophers rarely argue explicitly for their view of
philosophy's past, and the discussions of the topic that exist tend to be
riddled with confusion. Here, Robert Piercey asks why, and explores
what the continental tradition must do to come to terms with this crisis.
Piercey traces the confusion about history back to Hegel, who he
argues sends a mixed message about historical thinking, one that is
later adopted by Heidegger and then passed on to his successors. In
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addition to telling the story of this crisis, Piercey offers an account of
historical thinking that does not lead to the difficulties that currently
plague the continental tradition. The result is a highly original look at
the development of continental thought and the nature of philosophy's
historical turn.


