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The best stories create traditions, and this novel by celebrated Native
American writer Gerald Vizenor is a marvelous conjunction of trickster
stories and literary ingenuity. Chair of Tears is funny, fierce, ironic, and
deadly serious, a sendup of sacred poses, cultural pretensions, and
familiar places from reservations to universities. The novel begins with
generous stories about Captain Eighty, his young wife, the poker-
playing genius named Quiver, and their children and grandchildren who
live on a rustic houseboat.  Captain Shammer, an extraordinary
grandson reare
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