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pt. 1. Newspaper language -- pt. 2. Arabic variation and the media --
pt. 3. Applications : approaching media in the classroom.

This volume is the first of its kind to deal with a variety of topics by
leading scholars related to the use of Arabic in the media. The
contributors examine patterns of language use in traditional as well as
'new' media types, in order to further our understanding of the
mechanism at work in the development of modern Arabic, both in its
standard and colloquial varieties. The first part of this volume is
devoted to a close analysis of various aspects of media Arabic (code-
switching, language variation, orthography and constructions of
identity); the second part builds on the first, as it asks, to what extent
does the Arabic used in the media reflect social and linguistic realities
of Arabic speaking audiences (‘clichéd’ dialects, code-switching and
socialects)? How can our knowledge of the linguistic reality of the
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students learning Arabic?
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A resolution to the vexed problem whether a troubadour's love is erotic

or spiritual is offered by Paolo Cherchi through a new reading of

Andreas Capellanus' De Amore (written around 1186-1196). He



suggests that Andreas, using a rhetorical strategy that creates
ambiguity, condemns courtly love because its claim that passion
generates virtue is untenable and deceitful. Although Andreas grasped
the core of the courtly love 'system, ' namely, the relation between
passion and ethics, he failed to consider the notion of mezura, that
courtly virtue through which troubadours transformed nature into
culture, and erotic passion into social discourse. Cherchi offers an
innovative interpretation and a close reading of selected poems. He
traces the history of Provencal lyric poetry, highlighting some of the
significant personalities and movements.



