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It seems undeniable that Jan de Vries has cast an indelible impression
upon the field of early modern economic history. With his rejection of
traditional models that left pre-industrial Europe with little to no role to
play in modern development, de Vries’ work has laid claim to the rich
significance of the early modern period as the birth of the
contemporary West. Culminating in The Industrious Revolution:
Consumer Behavior and the Household Economy 1650 to the Present
(2008), his work has changed the way scholars conceptualize and study
this dynamic period, as the contributors in this volume attest. Utilizing
the methods and concepts pioneered by de Vries, these authors display
the depth and breadth of his influence, with applications ranging from
trade to architecture, from the Netherlands to China, and from the
1400's to the present day.


