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families, and elder suicide in rural Japan / John W. Traphagan -- Aging,
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pornographer Sachi Hamano and her rebellious film Lily festival
(Yurisai) / Hikari Hori -- The value of talk : critical perspectives on
studying the speech practices of elderly people in the United States
with implications for Japan / Anne R. Bower -- Kimochi : capturing
elderly Japanese dialysis patients' experiences / Natsumi Morita --
Beyond stereotypes of old age : discourse of elderly Japanese women /
Yoshiko Matsumoto -- Family conversation as narrative : co-
constructing past, present, and future / Toshiko Hamaguchi -- A good
story is not enough : unmasking and accommodating the social
meanings of aging in Japan / Hiroshi Ota and H. Giles -- Afterword :
successful aging and communication wellness : a process of transition
and continuity / Jon F. Nussbaum and Carla L. Fisher.

The indisputable fact of Japan's rapidly aging population has been
known for some time. But beyond statistics and implications for the
future, we do not know much about the actual aging process. Senior



citizens and their varied experiences have, for the most part, been
obscured by stereotypes. This fascinating new collection of research on
the elderly works to put a human face on aging by considering multiple
dimensions of the aging experience in Japan. Faces of Aging
foregrounds a spectrum of elder-centered issues—social activity,
caregiving, generational bias, suicide, sexuality, and communication
with medical professionals, to name a few—from the perspective of
those who are living them. The volume's diverse contributors represent
the fields of sociology, anthropology, medicine, nursing, gerontology,
psychology, film studies, gender studies, communication, and
linguistics, offering a diverse selection of qualitative studies of aging to
researchers across the social sciences.



