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The Southern Tang was one of China's minor dynasties and one of the
great states in China in the tenth century. Although often regarded as
one of several states preceding the much better known Song dynasty
(960-1279), the Southern Tang dynasty was in fact the key state in this
period, preserving cultural values and artefacts from the former great
Tang dynasty (618-907) which were to form the basis of Song rule, and
thereby presenting the Song with a direct link to the Tang and it
traditions. Drawing mainly on primary Chinese sources, this is the first
book in English to provid
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