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From Cutie Honey and Sailor Moon to Nausica? of the Valley of the
Wind, the worlds of Japanese anime and manga teem with
prepubescent girls toting deadly weapons. Sometimes overtly sexual,
always intensely cute, the beautiful fighting girl has been both hailed as
a feminist icon and condemned as a symptom of the objectification of
young women in Japanese society. In Beautiful Fighting Girl, Sait?
Tamaki offers a far more sophisticated and convincing interpretation of
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this alluring and capable figure. For Sait?, the beautiful fighting girl is a
complex sexual fantasy that paradoxically lends re


