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Alternative religious groups have had a profound influence on
American history-they have challenged the old and opened up new
ways of thinking about healing, modes of meaning, religious texts and
liturgies, the social and political order, and the relationships between
religion and race, class, gender, and region. Virtually always, the
dramatic, dynamic history of alternative religions runs parallel to that
of dissent in America. Communities of Dissent is an evenhanded and
marvelously lively history of New Religious Movements in America.
Stephen J. Stein describes the evolution and structure of
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