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Norton-Piliavsky places Paul's work within the context of ancient Jewish
literary practice, bridging the gap between textual criticism and social
history in contemporary discussions. The author argues that studies of
ancient Jewish exegesis draw on two distinct analytical modes: the
text-critical and the socio-historical. He then shows that the two are
usually joined together in discussions of ancient Jewish literature
arguing that as a result of this commentators often allow the text-
critical approach to guide their efforts to understand historical
guestions. Norton argues that text-critical



