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In Europe and around the world, social policies and welfare services
have faced increasing pressure in recent years as a result of political,
economic, and social changes. Just as Europe was a leader in the
development of the welfare state and the supportive structures of
corporatist politics from the 1920s onward, Europe in particular has
experienced stresses from globalization and striking innovation in
welfare policies. While debates in the United Kingdom, Germany, and
France often attract wide international attention, smaller European
countries-Belgium, Denmark, Austria, or Finland-are oft
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