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This volume seeks to explain developments within the structure of the
family in antiquity, in particular in the later Roman Empire and late
antiquity. Contributions extend the traditional chronological focus on
the Roman family to include the transformation of familial structures in
the newly formed kingdoms of late antiquity in Europe, thus allowing a
greater historical perspective and establishing a new paradigm for the
study of the Roman family. Drawing on the latest research by leading
scholars in the field the book includes new approaches to the life
course and the family in the Byzantine empire, family relationships in
the dynasty of Constantine the Great, death, burial and
commemoration of newborn children in Roman Italy, and widows and
familial networks in Roman Egypt. In short, this volume seeks to
establish a new agenda for the understanding of the Roman family and
its transformation in late antiquity.
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This historical and exegetical investigation strongly challenges the
widely held view that Paul regarded idol food as a matter of
indifference, to be avoided only for the sake of the spiritual health of
the weak. An exhaustive treatment of early Christian material shows
that early authors were deeply influenced by Paul's discussion in 1
Corinthians 8-10, and yet they were totally unaware of the subsequent
traditional understanding that Paul regarded idol food as indifferent.
Even those who advocated eating idol food did not once appeal to
Paul's discussion for support. An alternative understan


