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Jesus and the Gentiles -- 'Restore the kingdom to Israel' : Jesus, the
Gentiles and the restoration of Israel -- 'No crumbs for the dogs' :
negative remarks about Gentiles and restrictions of Jesus' mission to
Israel -- 'A kingdom for the birds' : sayings about Gentiles -- 'I have
not found such faith in Israel' : narrative material about Gentiles -- A
light and a house for all nations : the rationale for the salvation of the
Gentiles in Jesus' mission -- Conclusion.
Bird argues that Jesus was attempting to achieve and enact the
restoration of Israel, and in continuity with other strands of Jewish
belief, Jesus conceived of the restoration of Israel as resulting in the
salvation of the gentiles. Jesus' mission was Israel-centric, but he
espoused a view of restoration that was indebted to certain strands of
Israel's sacred traditions where the gentiles are implicit beneficiaries of
Israel's salvation. Since this restoration was already being partially
realized in Jesus' ministry, it was becoming possible for gentiles to
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begin sharing in Israel's salvation i


