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Sommario/riassunto "Perversion - its ubiquity in infantile life and its persistence in the



psychical and sexual lives of some adults - was a central element of
Freud's lifelong work. The problem of perversion has since been
revisited by many psychoanalytic schools with the result that Freud's
original view of perversion has been replaced by numerous - often
contradictory - perspectives on its aetiology, development and
treatment. The concept of perversion has also been significant for the
disciplines of cultural studies and gender and queer theory, which have
explored the creative and dissident powers of perversion, while
expressing a suspicion of its operation as a pathological category. This
bi-partite collection offers a series of perspectives on perversion by a
range of psychoanalytic practitioners and theorists (edited by Dany
Nobus), and a selection of papers by scholars who work with, or
critique, psychoanalytic theories of perversion (edited by Lisa
Downing). It stages a serious dialogue between psychoanalysis and its
commentators on the controversial issue of non-normative sexuality."
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