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Neurodegenerative diseases are a complex heterogeneous group of
diseases associated with site-specific premature and slow death of
certain neuronal populations in brain and spinal cord tissues. For
example, in Alzheimer disease, neuronal degeneration occurs in the
nucleus basalis, whereas in Parkinson disease, neurons in the
substantia nigra die. The most severely affected neurons in Huntington
disease are striatal medium spiny neurons. The neuronal populations
that are lost in neurodegenerative diseases modulate functions such as
controlling movements, processing sensory information, memory,



