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"This volume is based on a selection of papers presented at the 2008
conference, 'African Children in Focus: A Paradigm Shift in Methodology
and Theory?' organized by NVAS (Netherlands African Studies
Association)"--Acknowledgements.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
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Social scientists examining contemporary Africa take considerable
pains to resist portraying Africa as nothing more than a land of victims
unable to escape historical cycles of war, exploitation and tyranny.
However, children are still frequently conceptualised as passive actors,
mere extensions of adult societies and receptors of culture. The
authors in this volume argue that children are dynamic contributors to
the shaping of contemporary Africa. Through novel and unorthodox
ethnographic research methods, each chapter provides insights into
children’s perspectives on kinship, work, caring, health, migration and
conflict, shedding light on children’s views and the vital roles they play
in the emerging Africa of tomorrow.
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Lucien Gregoire, friend-biographer Albino Luciani, has written books
on the evolution of world religions in a simple way so that a child can
easily understand them. This is one of them. In 1947, Albino Luciani--
the 33-day pope John Paul I--defended his thesis 'Origin of the Human
Soul' in which he defined the human soul--what is it one is trying to
save? What's more, he stumbled upon the secret of eternal life. Here,
the theological complexity of Luciani's thesis is presented in a series of
fun and entertaining conversations with a ten year old boy. The
reincarnated Luciani takes the reader through the heavens of the
world's major religions and stumbles upon one holding the secret to
eternal life. One no longer has to guess. One can know in this life, one
will live forever. Howard Jason Smith, Globe: "Insofar as it removes the
question mark from the end of one's life, this book is a great comfort

to the aging and those who contemplate death. Yet, it is most
important to the young and those who contemplate life."



