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Die Gestalt der chinesischen Stadt entschllisseln Es geht in diesem
urbanistischen Fachbuch nicht primar um bekannte Stadte wie Peking,
Shanghai oder Shenzhen, sondern um jene Formen, Strukturen, Zeichen
und Botschaften, die das Chinesische der chinesischen Stadt
ausmachen. Erst die Dekodierung der Sinitat der chinesischen Stadt
erdffnet die Mdglichkeit, die Vielfalt der empirischen Eindrucke richtig
zu gewichten und sinnvoll einzuordnen. So liefert dieses Buch auch
einen Schliissel zum Verstandnis der aktuellen Hyperurbanisierung und
der Vielzahl westlicher Stadtebauprojekte in China.

When reading the Chinese city, which this book sets out to do, it is not
the well-known cities such as Beijing, Shanghai, and Xi an that are in
the focus of attention, but rather the essentially Chinese of the Chinese
city, those characteristics or attributes that are more or less shared by
all Chinese cities. The spotlight is on their spatial grammar, their
syntax, in short: their code. Only by deciphering their common traits a



view to the underlying structure of Chinese cities is opened, and we can
begin to reasonably evaluate and classify the diversity of impressions.
Deciphering the code of the Chinese city also enables the author to
read new Chinese towns designed by Western architects. Thus, readers
are provided with valuable insight on China s booming urbanization

and urban development.



