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Take a deep breath. Air-without it, life on Earth would cease to exist.
Though not usually seen, its presence is relied upon. At once both
ethereal and physical, air has been associated with flight and spirit, and
yet it has progressively become a territory that can be claimed through
communications, warfare, travel, and scientific exploration. At the same
time, air is no longer a completely reliable part of our daily life: like
water, it has become an environmental element that must be watched
closely for quality and purity. A Matter of Air investigates the
meaning
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Published in 1938 by the Psychoanalytic Quarterly, New York.
Includes index.
Translation of Versuch einer Genitaltheorie.
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This book expands the symbols of the phallus and vagina into cosmic
symbols, not by reference to myths but by his interpretations of
embryonic, physiological, psychological facts.It develops the view that
the whole of life is determined by a tendency to return to the womb,
equating the process of birth with the phylogenetic transition of animal
life from water to land, and linking coitus to the idea of "thalassal
regression"; "the longing for the sea-life from which man emerged to
primeval times".
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