
UNINA99107894310033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Love, freedom, and evil [[electronic resource] ] : does authentic love
require free will? / / Thaddeus J. Williams

Pubbl/distr/stampa Amsterdam, : Rodopi, 2011

ISBN 1-283-16229-6
9786613162298
94-012-0058-0

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (204 p.)

Collana Currents of encounter : studies on the contact between Christianity and
other religions, beliefs, and cultures ; ; v. 41

Disciplina 646.78

Soggetti Love
Free will and determinism
Good and evil

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Preliminary Material -- The Relational Free Will Defense -- The Axiom
of Libertarian Love -- True Love: Is Freedom from the Heart Indubitable
or Dubious? -- The Moral Imperative Argument: Does “Ought” Imply
“Can”? -- The Grievous Resistance Argument: Does Divine Grief Imply
Human Autonomy? -- The Relational Vision Argument: Can One
Guarantee Another’s Love? -- Five Models of Divine Action in Human
Love -- Heart Reformation and the Bible -- The Problems of Evil
Revisited -- What a Difference One Word Makes -- Bibliography --
Index.
The defining premise of the Relational Free Will Defense is the claim
that authentic love requires free will. Many scholars, including Gregory
Boyd and Vincent Brümmer, champion this claim. Best-selling books,
such as Rob Bell’s Love Wins , echo that love “cannot be forced,
manipulated, or coerced. It always leaves room for the other to decide.”
The claim that love requires free will has even found expression in
mainstream Hollywood films, including Frailty , Bruce Almighty , and
The Adjustment Bureau . The analysis shows convincingly that the claim
that authentic love requires free will, does not meet the criteria of
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consistency, compatibility with Scriptural sources, and the demands of
concrete encounter with problems of moral evil.
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The primary goal of this volume is to describe the contemporary state
of affairs in Western psychotherapy, and to do so in a Whiteheadian
spirit: with genuine openness to the relative ways in which creativity,
beauty, truth, and peace manifest themselves in various cultural
traditions. This Whiteheadian Dialogue explores afresh an important
cross-elucidatory path: what have we, and what can be learned from a
dialogue with Eastern worldviews? In order to generate meaningful
contrasts between these different systems of thought, all the papers
address common core issues. On one hand, how does the


