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The defining premise of the Relational Free Will Defense is the claim
that authentic love requires free will. Many scholars, including Gregory
Boyd and Vincent Brimmer, champion this claim. Best-selling books,
such as Rob Bell's Love Wins , echo that love “cannot be forced,
manipulated, or coerced. It always leaves room for the other to decide.”
The claim that love requires free will has even found expression in
mainstream Hollywood films, including Frailty , Bruce Almighty , and
The Adjustment Bureau . The analysis shows convincingly that the claim
that authentic love requires free will, does not meet the criteria of
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consistency, compatibility with Scriptural sources, and the demands of
concrete encounter with problems of moral evil.
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The primary goal of this volume is to describe the contemporary state
of affairs in Western psychotherapy, and to do so in a Whiteheadian
spirit: with genuine openness to the relative ways in which creativity,
beauty, truth, and peace manifest themselves in various cultural
traditions. This Whiteheadian Dialogue explores afresh an important
cross-elucidatory path: what have we, and what can be learned from a
dialogue with Eastern worldviews? In order to generate meaningful
contrasts between these different systems of thought, all the papers
address common core issues. On one hand, how does the



