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In Jewish Questions, Matt Goldish introduces English readers to the
history and culture of the Sephardic dispersion through an exploration
of forty-three responsa--questions about Jewish law that Jews asked
leading rabbis, and the rabbis' responses. The questions along with
their rabbinical decisions examine all aspects of Jewish life, including
business, family, religious issues, and relations between Jews and non-
Jews. Taken together, the responsa constitute an extremely rich source
of information about the everyday lives of Sephardic Jews. The book
looks at questions asked between 1492--when the Jews were expelled
from Spain--and 1750. Originating from all over the Sephardic world,
the responsa discuss such diverse topics as the rules of conduct for
Ottoman Jewish sea traders, the trials of an ex-husband accused of a
robbery, and the rights of a sexually abused wife. Goldish provides a
sizeable introduction to the history of the Sephardic diaspora and the
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nature of responsa literature, as well as a bibliography, historical
background for each question, and short biographies of the rabbis
involved. Including cases from well-known communities such as
Venice, Istanbul, and Saloniki, and lesser-known Jewish enclaves such
as Kastoria, Ragusa, and Nablus, Jewish Questions provides a sense of
how Sephardic communities were organized, how Jews related to their
neighbors, what problems threatened them and their families, and how
they understood their relationship to God and the Jewish people.


