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Chemical Warfare during the Vietnam War documents the use of
antipersonnel chemical weapons throughout the Vietnam War, and
explores their effectiveness under the wide variety of circumstances in
which they were employed. The short, readable account follows the US
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program as it progressed from a focus on the humanitarian aspects of
non-lethal weapons to their use as a means of augmenting and
enhancing the lethality of traditional munitions. It also presents the
efforts of the North Vietnamese to both counter US chemical operations
and to develop a chemical capability of their own.
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The first part of this book is of an epistemological nature and develops
an original theory of scientific objectivity, understood in a weak sense
(as intersubjective agreement among the specialists) and a strong
sense (as having precise concrete referents). In both cases it relies
upon the adoption of operational criteria designed within the particular
perspective under which any single science considers reality. The
“object” so attained has a proper ontological status, dependent on the
specific character of the criteria of reference (regional ontologies). This
justifies a form of scientific realism. Such perspectives are also the
result of a complex cultural-historical situation. The awareness of such
a “historical determinacy” of science justifies including in the
philosophy of science the problems of ethics of science, relations of
science with metaphysics, and social dimensions of science that
overstep the traditional restriction of the philosophy of science to an
epistemology of science. It is to this “context” that the second part of
the book is devoted.


