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Constitutions serve to delineate state powers and enshrine basic rights.
Such matters are hardly uncontroversial, but perhaps even more
controversial are the questions of who (should) uphold(s) the
Constitution and how constitutional review is organised. These two
questions are the subject of this book by Maartje de Visser, which
offers a comprehensive, comparative analysis of how 11 representative
European countries answer these questions, as well as a critical
appraisal of the EU legal order in light of these national experiences.
Where possible, the book endeavours to identify Europe's common and
diverse constitutional traditions of constitutional review. The raison
d'etre, jurisdiction and composition of constitutional courts are
explored and so too are core features of the constitutional adjudicatory
process. Yet, this book also deliberately draws attention to the role of
non-judicial actors in upholding the Constitution, as well as the
complex interplay amongst constitutional courts and other actors at the
national and European level. The Member States featured are: Belgium,
the Czech Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Hungary, the
Netherlands, Spain, Poland, and the United Kingdom. This book is
intended for practitioners, academics and students with an interest in
(European) constitutional law
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The AMAST movement was initiated in 1989 with the First International
C- ference on Algebraic Methodology and Software Technology
(AMAST), held on May 21{23in Iowa City, Iowa,and aimed at setting the
development of software technology on a mathematical basis. The
virtue of the software technology en- sioned by AMAST is the capability
to produce software that has the following properties: (a) it is correct
and its correctness can be proved mathematically, (b) it is safe, such
that it can be used in the implementation of critical systems, (c) it is
portable, i. e. , it is independent of computing platforms and language
generations, and (d) it is evolutionary, i. e. , it is self-adaptable and
evolves with the problem domain. Ten years later a myriad of
workshops, conferences, and researchprogramsthat sharethe goalsof
the AMAST movementhaveoccurred. This can be taken as proof that the
AMAST vision is right. However, often the myriad of workshops,
conferences, and research programs lack the clear obj- tives and the
coordination of their goals towards the software technology en- sioned
by AMAST. This can be taken as a proof that AMAST is still necessary.


