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This is the first full-length study of the Heptaplus , the commentary on
the creation narrative of Genesis 1 by the celebrated Italian philosopher
Giovanni Pico della Mirandola. It focuses on Pico's theory of allegory.
This theory was fundamentally dissimilar to mainstream medieval and
Renaissance approaches to biblical interpretation. Rather than use the
standard four senses of Scripture, Pico adopted an esoteric
hermeneutic stance characteristic of Neoplatonic and kabbalistic
exegesis, and developed an allegorical theory based on epistemology
and the idea of intellectual ascent. The exploration of this theme makes
it possible not only to interpret the Heptaplus in relation to Pico's other
works, but also to assess its role as a response to the contemporary
philosophical controversy surrounding the intellect.
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In 1537, Florentine Duke Alessandro dei Medici was murdered by his
cousin and would-be successor, Lorenzino dei Medici. Lorenzino's
treachery forced him into exile, however, and the Florentine senate
accepted a compromise candidate, seventeen-year-old Cosimo dei
Medici. The senate hoped Cosimo would act as figurehead, leaving the
senate to manage political affairs. But Cosimo never acted as a puppet.
Instead, by the time of his death in 1574, he had stabilized ducal
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finances, secured his borders while doubling his territory, attracted an
array of scholars and artists to his court, academy, and universities,
and, most importantly, dissipated the perennially fractious politics of
Florentine life. Gregory Murry argues that these triumphs were far from
a foregone conclusion. Drawing on a wide variety of archival and
published sources, he examines how Cosimo and his propagandists
successfully crafted an image of Cosimo as a legitimate sacral
monarch. Murry posits that both the propaganda and practice of sacral
monarchy in Cosimo's Florence channeled preexisting local religious
assumptions as a way to establish continuities with the city's republican
and renaissance past. In The Medicean Succession, Murry elucidates the
models of sacral monarchy that Cosimo chose to utilize as he deftly
balanced his ambition with the political sensitivities arising from
existing religious and secular traditions.
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Written in a practical, easy to understand style, this text provides a
step-by-step guide to System Analysis and Engineering by introducing
concepts, principles, and practices via a progression of topical, lesson
oriented chapters.Each chapter focuses on specific aspects of system
analysis, design, and development, and includes definitions of key
terms, examples, author's notes, key principles, and challenging
exercises that teach readers to apply their knowledge to real world
systems.Concepts and methodologies presented can be applied by
organizations in business sectors such
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