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The American historian of ancient religions, Morton Smith (1915-
1991), studied with the great scholar of Jewish mysticism, Gershom
Scholem (1897-1982), when he was in Jerusalem during the Second
World War. After the war, the two started a long, fascinating and at
times intense correspondence that ended only with Scholem's death.
These letters, found in the Scholem archive in the National Library in
Jerusalem, provide a rare perspective on the world and the approach of
two leading historians of religion in the twentieth century. They also
shed important new light upon Smith's discovery of a letter attributed
to Clement of Alexandria referring to a secret Gospel of Mark.
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Good Catholics tells the story of the remarkable individuals who have
engaged in a nearly fifty-year struggle to assert the moral legitimacy of
a pro-choice position in the Catholic Church, as well as the concurrent
efforts of the Catholic hierarchy to suppress abortion dissent and to
translate Catholic doctrine on sexuality into law. Miller recounts a
dramatic but largely untold history of protest and persecution, which
demonstrates the profound and surprising influence that the conflict
over abortion in the Catholic Church has had not only on the church
but also on the very fabric of U.S. politics. Good Catholics addresses
many of today's hot-button questions about the separation of church
and state, including what concessions society should make in public
policy to matters of religious doctrine, such as the Catholic ban on
contraception. Good Catholics is a Gold Medalist (Women's Issues) in
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